The Parables of Jesus

WEEK 4 - DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
WATCH LECTURE HERE

PRE-LECTURE:
1. Read Luke 16:1-13 for yourself (try two or more different translations). What stands
out to you about this parable? What questions arise in your mind as you read it?
Does anything in particular seem “wrong” with this parable? What do you think Jesus
is trying to communicate with the parable?

2. If you were to hear the phrase, “the economy of the kingdom of God,” what would
you think of? What images or ideas would come to mind? Where would you look for
a description of that economy? Before you listen to the lecture, what do you think it
has to say about God’s economy?
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WEEK 3 - DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (cont.)

POST-LECTURE:
3. Last week we discussed God’s generosity, in the form of a landowner creating jobs and
giving to each much more than they deserve. This parable asks us to recognize, similarly,
that all we possess is ultimately not “our own,” but God’s. How can we keep this basic
tenet in mind? How can we be constantly aware that all we have is from God? How does
this inform or transform the way we think about our money, our talents and gifts, and other
resources?

4. If our stewardship of the resources God has given us is one of “the most reliable indicators
of the authenticity of our faith,” how does the message of parable sit with you? How would
you account for your “shrewdness” with the resources that God has given to you? How
have you, to use Wesley’s words, made, saved, and given “as much as you can” for the
sake of God’s kingdom? Where might we have room to grow in our reliance upon God and
our stewardship of the resources he has entrusted to us?
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WEEK 3 - DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (cont.)

5. How might a parish’s approach to stewardship benefit from a deeper dive into this parable?
How could we, as communities of faith, look to our buildings, endowments, staff, programs,
and more as resources given to us by God for the advancement of God’s kingdom values in
the world? How should our stewardship campaigns be transformed by the message of this
parable? Can you think of any other ways your parish or community of faith may benefit
and grow from reflecting on God’s generosity and our subsequent responsibility?
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